The Carillon
The Official Newsletter of the

Caledonia Education Foundation
Spring 2014

Donate to and Shop CEF’S
Online Auction

April 25-29
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Purchase a brick for the low sale price of $50.00 (regular price $75.00)
and you will receive a framed 4 x 6 photo of your engraved brick.

Help support the Foundation by
donating items you no longer use. Create a lasting gift and leave a legacy:
Drop your items off at M37 Auc- • honor a parent or loved one
tion (9790 Cherry Valley), by
• acknowledge a Caledonia Community
April 24th. Schedule a FREE pick
Schools teacher, staff, alumnus, or
up for large items by calling
board member
(616) 871-2662. Visit M37auc• give a special gift to a grandchild
tion.com from April 25-29 to bid
• congratulate a special soon-to-be graduate
on items to purchase with pro• remember a graduating class
ceeds benefitting CEF!
Antiques & Appliances
ATVs, Boats, & Watercraft
Building Materials
Hardware & Lumber
Business Dead Stock
Excess Inventory
Business Liquidations
Car Parts
Coins and Collectables
Electronics
Estate Sale Items
Farm Implements & Equipment
Furniture—Indoor & Outdoor
Generators & Power Washers
Hobbies & House Wares
Industrial Supplies
Jewelry/Gems
Lawn and Garden Supplies
Sporting Goods and Tools
Toys, Trailers and Vehicles

Online
Auction

The Caledonia Schools Monument was dedicated in Spring 2006 in
honor of past Caledonia High School staff and students. It is proudly
displayed at the southeast corner of the stadium parking lot. The
engraved bricks around the memorial attest to the fact that the
Caledonia schools and community were built, brick by brick, by people
who cared about education and each other. All proceeds from the sale
of bricks go to the Caledonia Education Foundation. HURRY!
Sale ends June 16, 2014. Send form below to office with a check.
————————————————————————————————
Name:_______________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________
City:_________________________________________________________
State:______________ Zip__________________________
Phone:_____________________Email:____________________________
Inscription for Paver: (up to 3 lines, 14 characters per line including symbols and spaces)

______________
______________
______________

www.caledoniacef.org

Grant Dollars Awarded to Purchase Specialized Books
Literacy + Math = Success
By Melissa VanGessel, Emmons Lake
Elementary Kindergarten Teacher and
Grant Recipient
Caledonia teachers are fortunate to work in a
district that has many resources available to
them. One such resource is the Caledonia Education Foundation. As an educator, I heard about
the various grants available to teachers and this
year I decided to take the time to learn more
about what CEF has to offer.
My kindergarten classroom is full of books, however I wanted to add some grade level appropriate books to supplement the math curriculum.
When Denise Blunk, CEF Executive Director,
talked at the District Kick-off Meeting in September, I was once again reminded about grant opportunities through CEF and thought this might
be a great way to supplement my classroom library.
I attended an informational meeting hosted by
CEF and learned just how easy it is to apply for a
grant. My students now have access to great ageappropriate readers that fit perfectly into the
math curriculum. With the money awarded, I
was able to purchase fifty new books. The children are so excited to read about various topics
that they also see and hear about during math
journal time and math choice time. The books
are also used in small group instruction as well
as in our take-home “Book in a Bag” program.

(above) Kindergartener Isaac Bir
counts using an abacus along with his
math picture book.
(right) Fifty grade
level appropriate
math picture books
were purchased to
help bridge math and
language instruction
in the classrooms.

Facets of a Book Club
By Sophia Fletcher, Duncan Lake Middle
School 8th Grade Student
I have had the wonderful opportunity to be in the
eighth grade book club held at Duncan Lake Middle
School this year. Thanks to a CEF grant, we were
able to purchase 85 books and 6 novel titles so far.
It’s great to read the books and then discuss them
with others who share similar a passion for reading.
This year I have read types of books that I would
not usually pick on my own. It has been great to
have variety in the types of books I read and open
myself up to new ideas and book genres.
After reading a section of the book, we dig deeper
and find meanings in the text that we wouldn’t normally pick off the top of our head. We not only are
reading for entertainment, but rather retaining
what we read and discovering what the author is
trying to tell us through the story.
Being in book club has increased my desire to read
and learn. I found I am reading much more than I
ever have before, and not only just the books we are
required to read for book club. Also, on my own I am
selecting types of novels which I would normally not
lean toward, and learning a lot by doing so.
Along with the books that we have been reading, I
have enjoyed getting to use our group time to help
the community. We were able to go to the Early
Childhood Center and read to the children there. I
know the kids loved it just as much as the other
book club participants and I did. We have already
talked a lot about more activities we could participate in like helping out at the school library. I have
benefited from this, and even more so, pursued volunteering as a result.
Overall this year, book club has given me a sense
of belonging. I have loved being with such a great
group of students . We are very open as a group and
all share our feelings, opinions, and stories, ultimately bringing us closer together not just as a club,
but as great friends.

Book Club Members reading
to preschool students at the
Early Childhood Center. (above) Joelle Henry reads to Ahna
Woltjer & Anna VanderWal. (right) Cynthia Trocinski reads
to Connor Parlin and Cailynn Blunk.
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The Use of Technology to Enhance Art

Scan of Snowy Owl
Painting by Caledonia High School Senior Caroline Cook

Written by Mike Cornell,
Caledonia High School Art Instructor

(above) Design by
Calli Coke, 3rd
grader (center)
Cameran Baird,
5th grader

“This thing is awesome!” says senior Britney Marsman the first time she tries out Caledonia Community School’s new wide format scanner — a machine
that renders larger drawings and paintings in pixels
with a high degree of accuracy. The scanner was purchased with CEF grant funds. Once digitized, Britney and her peers can resize, print, and display their
watercolors, pencil drawings, and any other flat artwork up to 25 inches. Scanned artwork has already
been reproduced for display and sale online as well as
at a number of local businesses through the Perpetual
Art Gallery program (www.chsart.org/sale). Along
with high school students, elementary and middle
school art teachers have also been trained to operate
the scanner. “We are finding new uses for this scanner all the time,” says Caledonia High School art instructor Mike Cornell, “it really is a game-changer.”

Here's a photo of Maggie DeJong holding a watercolor
she just completed. It's a painting from a photograph
she took of Saint Andrews Cathedral in Kiev,
Ukraine. Prior to receiving this grant, we would have
no way to digitize this painting properly. Maggie is
excited because she can include a high quality image
of her painting in her portfolio as she applies for
scholarships to art schools. We're also looking forward to using the wide format scanner to help us include elementary and middle school artwork in our
Perpetual Art Gallery Program.

(above) Design by
Alexis Puffer, 5th
grader (left) 3rd
graders designing
kaleidoscopes

Written by Candi Price,
Emmons Lake Elementary Art Teacher

Friday, February 14th was a very special day at
Emmons Lake Elementary, and not just because of
Valentine’s Day. It was the first day students were
able to use iPads in the art room. To say they were
excited is an understatement. Mrs. Waayenberg’s
3rd grade class was the very first to have the opportunity to use them. Students were able to try a couple of different drawing apps, but the one they enjoyed the most was a kaleidoscope app. Students
were intrigued by the bright colors and the symmetry of the designs they created.
Because some used radial symmetry and others
used bi-lateral symmetry, the conversations they
had while working were very informative and collaborative in nature. At the end of class these students shared their discoveries and artwork with the
class. It was an awesome way for students to see
how Science, Math, and Art relate.
Recently, the state of Michigan adapted new standards in art education that include the use of technology in the art room. Emmons Lake was awarded
a grant from the Caledonia Education Foundation
to purchase four iPads and accessories to create a
digital art studio in the art room.
These iPads will help us to meet these new standards in a fresh and fun way. Our plans for the
iPads include using various drawing, collage, and
painting apps to create art; learning about artists
and art history; learning about digital photography
and animation; and documenting our art and artist
statements by creating digital portfolios.
If you would like to see some of our digital creations, you can visit our online art gallery at
http://www.artsonia.com/museum/gallery.asp?exhib
it=760558 or drop by the Essential Bean Coffee
House this spring to see some in person. We want
to thank both CEF and the Emmons Lake PTO for
funding this digital adventure. Our students
wouldn’t have this special opportunity without you.
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The Donor Roll Call of Honor
Contributions given September 2013 to February 2014
Honoraria
In Honor of…
Thomas B Cornell
Pete DeLille Scholarship Fund
Pete DeLille Scholarship Fund
Judy Harrison
Judy Harrison
Judy Harrison
Judy Harrison
Judy Harrison
Judy Harrison
Judy Harrison
Judy Harrison
Judy Harrison
Judy Harrison
Judy Harrison
Judy Harrison

Remembered by…
Margaret Fitzsimmons
Molly Crissman
Carol Nelson-Purkey
Pauline Brower
Phil and Chris Fricano
Brad and Trish Harrison
Jill Harrison
Greg and Joni Henry
William Henry
Nancy Jackson
Kenneth and Josephine Klumpp
John Lameyer
Christine Schad
Larry and Diana Slater
Dick and Pat VanderMolen

Memorials
In Memory of…
Millard and Eva Engle Scholarship Fund
Beverly Ward McCarty
Van Bree Science Fund
Van Bree Science Fund

Remembered by…
Wilamae Bockstahler
Barbara Schantz
Nancee and John Sneed
Mary Vaughn

Amy Lou Barnaby Scholarship Fund
In Honor of…
Roger and Judy Halley
Ronald and Joyce Rodgers

Paula Weller Scholarship Fund
Given in honor of Penny Weller

Gale and Samzetta Baartman
Jeanne Brazee
Dorothy Bowers
Jo Ann Carney
Penny Curry and Family
Tina Harig and Family
Donnal Hetzel
Joann Ilecki
Uta Wooden

Caledonia Schools Payroll
Deduction Donors

Suellen Claflin
Ann Devroy
Nancee Doyle
Diane Fortuna
Susan Hall
Erin Kornoely
Shant’l Raines
John Schut
Joseph Signore
Cary Stamas

Remembered by…
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Halley
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Halley
General Fund Donors

Brick Pavers
In Honor of…

Remembered by…

Class of 1972
Class of 1973, represented by Nancy Kinney
Class of 1973
Class of 1973, represented by Nancy Kinney
Class of 1974
Class of 1973, represented by Nancy Kinney
The Knapp’s, Dave, Diane and Ethan
Diane Knapp
Marcia Rodgers Collins “70” -Staff 1976-2012
Lois Rodgers
Michael Allen Martin—Class of 1976
Lois Rodgers
Lavonda Martin (Rodgers)-Class of 1976
Lois Rodgers
Bud Poll—Class of 1985
Vonda Muller
Wilson Family— Carol, Julie, Doug, Mike and Laura
Carol Wilson

Teacher Gifts
In Honor of…

Remembered by…

Deb Brunt—Caledonia High School
Christy Cook—Emmons Lake Elementary
Fran Hollern—Emmons Lake Elementary
Kelly Lacroix—Kettle Lake Elementary
Julie Vansickle—Kettle Lake Elementary

Christopher Niemann
Andrew Hochwarth
Natalie Smith
Josh Oom
Rachel Oom
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Brian and Molly Fleming
Christine George
Joseph Gless Charitable Trust
Jane and Jeff McGookey
James Walsh

New Endowment
Buchan Family Endowment
Established by John and Suzette
Buchan

SAVE THE DATE! OCTOBER 3, 2014
Join us for our annual tailgater and
homecoming game celebrating community!
The Caledonia Education Foundation’s annual Foundation Fest
has become one of the community’s most anticipated events. The
tailgater takes place prior to the Caledonia High School “Fighting
Scots” Homecoming game and is open to the entire community.
Grab a few friends and enjoy a delicious meal before the game
while being entertained by the Caledonia Marching Band, the
Caledonia Pipes and Drums, and other school groups. During the
event, the HONORED ALUMNI program recognizes a past graduate of the Caledonia Community Schools in an effort to create a
bridge between successful alumni and current students.

1. A NEW 9TH GRADE PLUS HIGH SCHOOL FACILITY
TO SUPPORT DISTRICT GROWTH
9th Grade Core Classrooms
9th-12th Grade Elective Classrooms
600 Student Initial Capacity; Expandable to 1,250 Students
2. SAFETY AND SECURITY
TO FEEL SAFE AND BE SAFE
Secure entries at five schools
Fire alarm and clock system upgrades
3. TECHNOLOGY
TO PREPARE A TECHNOLOGY-READY DISTRICT
Infrastructure devices such as servers and wireless
ports
Student use devices
Teacher and staff use devices
4. BUILDING AND SITE IMPROVEMENTS
Plumbing, mechanical and electrical
Roofing replacements
Window and door replacements
Updates to restrooms
Fine Arts enhanced learning and storage
spaces
Select furnishings, locker and
equipment upgrades
Driveway and parking lot
resurfacing
Resurface tennis courts
Upgrade select athletic facilities

VOTING INFORMATION
Election Date: Tuesday, May 6, 2014
Voting Times: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Absentee Voting: Contact your precinct
Poll Locations: Voters may cast ballot at polling location
established by their township
FOR MORE INFORMATION
or overview of the bond proposal, please visit the district
web site at www.calschools.org
Building specific project listings and renderings are
displayed at each school and on-line
Contact Randy Rodriguez at 616-891-8185

PLEASE VOTE! MAY 6, 2014
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Officers
Dennis Hormel, President
John Finkbeiner, Vice-President
Jane McGookey, Secretary
Justin Vire, Treasurer
Trustees
Tina Banning
Erika Bork
Kelly Chase
Mary Clabeaux
Jennifer Hance
Jeremiah Kossen
Jodi Peek
Betty Workman
Advisory Board
Cheryl Davis
Superintendent
Randy Rodriguez
Executive Director
Denise Blunk

Creating Opportunities

Empowering our Community

Funding our Future

Nominate our Next Honored Alumnus!
The Caledonia Education Foundation recognizes a graduate of Caledonia High School as its
“Honored Alumnus” during Homecoming week. Activities include a reception/tailgater in their
honor before the football game, recognition in the game program and during halftime ceremonies, and
a spot in the Homecoming Parade.
It is the Foundation’s intention to not only honor a CHS graduate, but to create a bridge between
alumni and students. Hopefully, students can be inspired by someone who once walked the halls of
CHS just as they do now, and the alumnus can reconnect with faculty, staff, students and the community that helped mold them into the person they are today.
To be considered as our “Honored Alumnus”, the CHS graduate must be someone who has excelled
in leadership, the arts, business, or community service in a way that sets them apart from others in
their respective communities.
If you would like to nominate someone for this award, please include the following:
Judy Harrison
Name of Nominee
Education/Training beyond CHS
2013 Honored Alumnus
Address
Accomplishments—Experiences
Class of 1962
Phone
that set them apart
Email
Your relationship with the nominee
Class of
Your name, daytime phone number and e-mail address
Nominations must be received by May 14, 2014, and can be sent to the address above or e-mailed to info@caledoniacef.org.

The Caledonia Education Foundation Board of Directors would like to express
their sincere gratitude to the Caledonia families that pledged their support during our 3rd Annual Phone-a-thon held the week of March 3rd—7th.
Over $3000.00 was pledged to further the mission to provide funding in the
form of grants for exceptional education programs. Thanks to the match of the first
$1000.00 in pledges by the Lake Michigan Credit Union, a total of $4000.00 was raised.
Donations can be made on-line at www.caledoniacef.org/donations or sent to the office.
www.caledoniacef.org

